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Mr.JohriCochnar 

Assistant Nebraska Field Supervisor 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
203 West Second Street 
Grand Island, NE 68801 

Re: Letter of Intent Regarding Endangered Species Act Section 7 Compliance with 

I respect to/^wKtnKUon of E^^ 

Providlivg Vowirto Pmphig Asiwciated with the K^one Pip^ine 

Project 

Dear Mr. Cochnan 

The U. S. Department of Stale is in the fmal stages of considerins an application by 
TransCanada Keystone Pipeline, L.P. (TransCanada) for a Presidential Permit pursuant to 
Executive Order 13337 to allow the company to construct, operate and maintain a pipeline and 
associated facilities at the border of the United States for the importation of crude oil from 
Canada. The Department of State (State) is charged with this responsibility pursuant to a 
delegation of authority ftom the President contained in this Executive Order. 

In ailfilling this responsibility. State has elected to prepare an Environmental Impact 

I Statement pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Aa of 1969. Sl^eJ^ cIoMly 
coordinated with the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation to address ooncems regarding 

I the National Historic Preservation Act, and as you know. State has alscy wmted closely with you 
and odiers at the Fish & Wildlife Service (Service) to ensure that there has been full compliance 

I urit h fjeetian 7 and othen jgertinont grovj w^^^ of the Endangered Species. Act (ES A). ,Wc are 
deeply grateful for your assistance in revievwng the preliminary final biological assessment that 
addresses pipeline construction and qxmtion. In the very near fiinire, we look forward to 
receivmg your concuiicnce with our finding that the project may affect, but is not likely to 
adversely affect threatened or endangered species. We understand that there are some deciaons 
that have yet to be made with respect to one related aspect of this project - the location and 
natui« of electrical transmission lines that may be constructed by local power providers to supply 

I power to operate the jpumping. stotiotis. Jor t^^^^ 
memorialize our joint intcauions wIth 'Kspcrt'to any ESA issues thst may arise in connectioa 
wth construction of such power lines and related facilities. 

In this regard, we recognize the prospect that the Rural Utilities Service (RUS), an <%ency within ■ 
the U.S. Department of Agriculmre, may finance a p(»tion of transmission line construction by 
local power providers, and note that electrical substation construction may be under the purview 
of the Western Area Power Administration (WAPA), a component of the U.S. Department of ' 

I Energy. These agencies will address ESA issuesjincc the I t^al u^^^^^^^ :.--•*!! 

loctf ion of proposed transmission lines and related fiiciiities. Accordingly, this letter 
memorializes the intent of State and fiie Sendee to enter into an appropriate Memorandum of 

I Understanding (MOU) that includes as sIgnaloiyjaitiaSWe, RUS, WAPA Tra 
the Service. The MOU vrill recite that it is not possible to make raeaninjiul decisioiu respecting 

I potential midlife impacts of the anticipated power lines and related facilities at tMs time, and Q 
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will ftirther p rovide that RUS, WAPA, and the Service ^compl(to tiieir.K^^ 
obligations, to the extent that they arise, as part of the federal dccisioomaldng associated with 
those power lines and related facilities. 



Sincerely, 

U.S. Department of State 
U.S.DAR.U.S. 
W.A.P^ . 
TransCanada 
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